The

Volume VII, Issue 3

September 23, 1997

sociopathic gang-banging journalists from hell

TED TURNER
DONATES ONE
BILLION TO
UNITED NATIONS
by Rachael Herrup-Morse
On Thursday evening, September 18.
Ted Turner announced that he would be
donating one billion dollars to the United
Nations for use in its various charities.
Turner, media mogul and vice-chairman of Time Warner, Inc., made this
announcement in New York City and,
along with the promise of this unprecedented sum of money, issued a challenge
to fellow billionaires, millionaires and the
whole population of filthy rich
Americans. He called upon them to
match his donation; to give a sum of
money which would mean little to them,
but much to those who are in poverty.
As Ted Turner himself put it, "I am no
poorer now than I was nine months ago,
but the world will be a whole lot better
off."
How does one decide from where to
take a billion dollars to give to charity? In
Turner's case, the billion comes from the
profits he has accrued from his shares in
Time Warner, Inc. stock this year alone.
With an estimated worth that rises far
above one billion dollars, Turner seemed
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VIKING CONVERTED INTO KILN
by Hugh R. Brown
plagued by the discovery of further malFlorida is well-known for its hot and
functions and lack of immediate access to
humid climate in the months of August
replacement parts.
and September. But Twentieth Century
Some alternatives to weathering the
technology allows us all to cool and dehu- heat were available. Johnson considered
midify the air in our =~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!!!!!!!! renting a mobile air
living spaces. Many
slept for most of the day conditioning unit
Florida residents
. . . I JUSt couldn't do anywhich would have
therefore enjoy the
thing else here."
cost $4000 per
benefits of air condi-Kelly Samek week, with a two

"I

================
week minimum
rental period. The cost, however, was pro-

tioning (NC).
However, since the beginning of the semester, your comrades in the Viking
complex suffered through the repeated
failure of their air conditioning system.
According to Mark Johnson, Director
of Student Affairs, Viking 's air conditioning was on-and-off for the first week of
classes. Just prior to Labor Day
(September 1), the air was out for about
two weeks. Johnson indicated that the
Physical Plant promised to have the air
back on by the September 5. Repairs were

hibitive. The relocation of Viking
residents to a hotel was demanded by the
residents themselves.
Stacey Nemeth and Stephanie Martin,
both Viking residents, approached the office of Dean David Schenck, and were
initially told that the Dean was too busy
to meet with them. But after they explained the horrible living conditions in

SEE "VIKING" ON PAGE 2

SCUBA GEAR VANISHES
by Paul "Cheech" Chretien
On Wednesday Sept. I 0 1 twenty-two
crates of research gear from the recent research trip to Honduras were returned to
the Hanson building, but by Thursday
Sept. II, one of these boxes was missing.
The shipment had been delayed by
customs officials in Honduras and had
only recently arrived back in the States.
Lab assistant Joel Beaver and New
College student Jason Deignan rented a
van and retrieved the gear from Fort
Lauderdale on Wednesday morning, at
which time all gear on the shipping manifest was accounted for.
The missing box, which contained the
personal diving equipment of Dr. Alfred
Beulig, and students Ola Karylowski and
Michael Goltermann. was reportedly last
seen in the Organismic Lab (Hanson 37)

by Beaver at approximately 4: 15 p.m.
Wednesday. The box in question is a blue
and tan plastic container which measures
about three feet long, eighteen inches
wide and stands about eighteen inches
tall , weighing approximately sixty
pounds. The top was securely duct-taped.
was addressed to Dr. Beulig, and was labeled as box #23.
The missing box of gear, which is said
to be worth several thousand dollars, appears to be the only thing taken from the
lab. Dr. Beulig remarked that his gear was
old but well-maintained, and would most
likely have worked for many more years.
He also commented that Goltermann's
gear was practically brand new, and that
Karylowski's was borrowed from several

SEE "SCUBA" ON PAGE 4
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"VIKING" FROM PAGE 1
Viking, the secretaries became sympathetic and called Schenck. According to
Martin, the Dean was reluctant to guarantee air conditioned accommodations for
students until Nemeth and Martin threatened to call the press, the Department of
Health and Rehabilitative Services (HRS)
and the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA).
Johnson quoted the cost of these hotel
rooms: 15 rooms for 5 nights, at $32 per
room per night-about $2400. And in recompense, Johnson said that he's
committed to offering the Viking residents
a yet-undetermined rebate, which could
total more than $3000.
Shannon Hamlett, Viking R.A., remarked that moving the students to the
hotel was not an easy task: all the rooms
were double occupancy, and most of the
Viking residents don't wish to have roommates.
One of the more vocal Viking residents was Kelly Samek. Regarding the
failure of the A/C, Samek said, "At first it
sucked ... I'm a thesis student and I got
nothing done." She later added, "I slept
for most of the day ... I just couldn't do
anything else here [in Viking]."
According to Samek, the Viking buildings were not designed to be habitable
without air conditioning; the architecture
does not promote natural ventilation. She
noted that the relocation to the hotel wa
a "massive improvement," but that it was
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not a satisfactory long-term solution.
Alena Scandura, Coordinator of
Student Activities, is also a resident in
Viking. The doors to her apartment face
north-south, so practically no breeze
could run through the home.
"When we' d walk into the apartment,
It usually was an oven . .. The cats .
would Jay there and pant.'' remarked
Scandura.

"When we'd walk into the
apartment, it usually was an
oven ... "
-Alena Scandura
Scandura was not offered accommodations in the hotel, and was dismayed that
she had not being given frequent updates
on the status of the A/C repairs.
The air conditioning system is old .
According to Richard Onley, Coordinator
of the Physical Plant. the system was installed by Trane Co. in 1959. Since such a
system is not expected to last beyond 20
years, Viking's air conditioning system
was liable to fail, and was not easy to repair. When Onley found out that the
motor had burned out on Labor Day, he
discovered that the motor drive system
was also damaged.
No replacement parts were available
for the motor drive, which had to be replaced. The motor itself could not simply
be replaced , because a comparable motor
that' l1 fit onto the old motor mounts is not

avail able anymore. The motor had to be
either rewound or completely rebuilt.
However, when the motor became operational again , the workers noticed that the
compressor was seizing, which may have
caused the motor to burn out in the first
place.
Many students wondered why the
string of repairs took so long. The reasons
are many. Repair work involved multiple
components of the system, which involved several outside contractors. The
repair of the motor was also delayed by
the fact that it broke on a holiday, and that
no repair shops were available to rewind
the motor until three days later.
"They made it as fast as they could,"
noted Onley.
The new motor drive needed to be
shipped from Texas, which took a whole
day. The problems with the compressor
were not discovered until the motor was
running. The overhaul of the compressor
took several days with out-of-town technicians . Then an oil pressure protection
switch, which prevented the compressor
from running without enough lubrication,
failed.
The air conditioner had to be shut
down to avoid damaging the compressor.
The replacement of the oil pressure
switch took a couple more days, pushing
the reactivation of the air conditioning
system to September 15.
Why not replace the whole system?
Replacing the old air conditioning equipment would be expensive. Not only does

The Catalyst is available on the World Wide Web at
llttp://www.sar.usfedul-catalystl
Direct submissions and inquiries to:
General Editor
Heather Oliver

Managing Editor
Charles Choi

Features Editor
Aaron Gustafson
Staff Writers ·
Hugh Brown, Paul Chretien.
Rachael Herrup-Morse, Jake Reimer,
Rocky Swift
Layout
Online Developer
Cyndy Ekle
Nicole Ganzekaufer
Business Managers
Rachael Morris, Alicia Marini
Contributors
Heather Lazar, Mollie Lee, NCSA
Anne Tazewell, NC Faculty

The Catalyst
. Tamiami Tr. Box #75
Sarasota, FL 34243
catalyst@vinu.sar.usfedu

5700

Submissions may also be placed in the Catalyst box marked "Letters to the Editor/Contributions" (in the student government boxes next to Barbara Berggren's office). Letters to the Editor
should be no more than 250 words. Contributions may range in length from 250 to 500 words.
Submissions should be labeled as either letters to the editor or contributions and include names
and contact information. Online submissions should indicate in the subject line if they are letters
to the editor or contributions. No anonymous submissions will be accepted. Submissions should
be received by 5:00p.m. Fnday m order to appear in the following week's issue.
The Catalyst reserves the right to edit submissions for reasons of space, grammar or style.
The Catalyst is an academic tutorial sponsored by Maria Vesperi.

The Catalyst
new machinery have to be installed, but
the electrical service must also be upgraded from 208 volts (an "obsolete"
voltage) to 460 volts. Florida Power &
Light (FPL), the area's electrical utility,
occasionally calls for the upgrade of a
community 's electrical service. Since this
would require us to replace our electrically run machinery, Onley believed that
FPL can provide USF with some cost defrayment. Onley stated that a new air
conditioner, running on the higher voltage, can return a 25 % savings on the
electricity bill.
Onley expects the air conditioning
system to continue operating reliably, and
notes that all components now have readily available replacement parts. Even the
compressor, which is the size of a truck
engine, can be replaced by ASAP
Compressors in a few business days .
Our hi gh hopes that the air conditioning system will stand up to the rigors of
the Florida summer were dashed with the
news that the system again failed the afternoon of Friday, September 19. Hamlett
heard that cold air may not be restored
until the following Tuesday. Meanwhile,
Viking residents are back at Days Inn.
Due to the en masse group of Viking resident complaints to the Dean (estimates go
up to 15), all Viking residents who usually have ingle rooms also have single
rooms at the hotel. Trucks from ASAP
Compressors were on the scene by last
Friday evening.
Fear not, though . The cool temperatures of autumn are on their way.

WALL PREVIEWS
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OUTSIDE THE IVORY TOWER
International
Friday afternoon , a British express
train carrying 500 passengers slammed
into a freight train in the western suburbs
of London. This crash has been identified
as the worst train crash in Britain in
nearly a decade. Investigators believe the
crash was caused by a problem with the
trains' signalling network. Six people
were killed and I 3 seriously injured.
Russia's Parliament recently passed a
bill which favors the Orthodox Church
over other Christian denominations. The
bill passed last Friday in the lower house
by an overwhelming vote of 358 to 6.
The new law is little different from the
old law in that it only allows religions
regionized 15 years ago under the Soviet
Union, and has not changed its policy towards Roman Catholicism, Evangelical
Christians, or dissident Orthodox sects.
The bill has created protest from a number of religious sects and though there is
allowance for the bill to be blocked it is
unlikely. considering that it passed with
such an overwhelming majority.
National
The DEA is suing the CIA, the NSA.
and the State Department due to their
systematic eavesdropping of overseas
DEA office phones. The class action
lawsuit seeks a court order barring those
agencies from any further wiretapping.
Friday saw the crash of a sixth
American military aircraft in just one
week. A B- 1B bomber on a training mission out of Ell sworth Air Force Base in
South Dakota crashed in Montana,
killing all four crew members. Pentagon
officials announced that the aircraft carried no weapons. At least sixteen people
have died this week in military crashes,
leading the Air Force to move up the
suspension of all training flights.
Brian James Burns was arrested and
held in lieu of$ I 7,000 bail for the robbery of a lemonade stand run by two
young girls in ew Jersey last week.
Burns stole $30 in a Tupper-ware box
from eight-year-old Amy Reader and her
four-year-old sister, Tammi, but was not
caught until he tried to snatch the purse
of an 82-year-old woman .

The Kansas State Fair held its annual
Spam contest Monday. Entries included
Spam Jell-0, Spam quesadillas, and a
wide variety of other Spam products.
First prize went to Lind Gronewaller,
whose Savory Spam Torte was influenced by Julia Child. She took home
$100 and will be able to enter her recipe
in the national Spam cookoff, where she
could win a $2,500 shopping spree at the
Mall of America and a chance to be
known as the queen of Spam.
The latest attempt to free James Earl
Ray, convicted killer of civil rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was
denied last Thursday by a Nashville
judge. Proponents for the 69 year old
Ray say that his 1968 confession to the
assassination was not allowed to be withdrawn to give Ray the right to a trial.
Ray continues to serve his 99 year sentence, but is currently near death due to
liver disease.
Three waterways of the Chesapeake
Bay in Maryland have been closed due
to an outbreak of Pfisteria piscida, a microscopic organism that can destroy fish
populations. Since spring, fish have been
found floating at the top of the water
with red , raw lesions on their skin.
Doctors at the University of Maryland
and John Hopkins have examined 35
human patients with the heaviest exposure to contaminated waters, and found
that they showed signs of a syndrome
characterized by difficulties in memory
and learning. It is suspected that the usually beni gn Pfisteria became toxic due to
nitrogen and phosphorous contained in
runoff. The outbreaks have so far been
far from any urban centers and are in the
middle of the country's largest concentration of poultry farms .
Microsoft has announced that it will
delay the release of its latest operating
system, Windows98. Feedback from
testers and consumers indicated demand
for a combined upgrade from Windows
3.x and Windows95 . Thus , the new software upgrade will require a longer
pre-release test period. The release was
formerly set for March 1998, but has
been pushed back to June 1998.
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BALLET FESTIVAL PUTS CULTURE IN PATHETIC LIVES
by Rocky Swift
When I attended the Ballet Festival and Choreography
Workshop at the Asolo theatre last Friday, I had to adjust to the
fact that the athletic men in tights that I was watching weren ' t
ever going to bust each other open with metal chairs. Such are
your expectations if you grow up in Georgia watching prowrestling. Oh, don ' t act surprised, all of you expected a rasslin'
lead, ''Har, har, har, Rocky at the ballet!" Yeah, well it was
pretty fun, okay?
This ballet festival kicked off the Sarasota Ballet's
season. It runs from November through April and features shows such as "Cinderella," "Don Quixote;' and
"Eva Peron-A Dance Portrait.'' The festival featured
Sarasota's Ballet troupe, as well as visiting choreographers and dance companies.
The show I attended began with a piece titled "Variation
on a Theme," performed by Dance Alive !, a company based out
of Gainesville. It was pretty terrible by anyone 's standards. The
set had bad paintings of lilies ·hanging above the stage that
seemed fitting for the fluffy, insubstantial dance that followed .
One of the dancers was disturbingly anorexic. The accompanying music by Brahms seemed to be ignored by the dancers, in a
performance that strongly reinforced the preconception I had :
that ballet was boring and stupid .
The next dance was a duet called "Taming of the Shrew"
and was inspired by Shakespeare's play of the same name. The
program described it as "a fun -filled and unabashedly comical
romp about the timeless battle between the sexes." The action, to
put it into words, went something like this: Petruchio: "Give me
some wine, woman! " Katharina: "Hah, I drink the wine myself!"

uTURNER" FROM PAGE 1
completely unfazed by this donation.
Whether philanthropy comes easily to
Turner or not, he has put the pressure on
other leading business men to pay up .
Bill Gates and Phil Knight, beware. Of the unwillingness to
match such magnanimous philanthropy, National Public
Radio reports that Turner
said, "it's a pretty pathetic
thing."
According to Turner, the money
he has set aside for the United Nations
will be doled out over a ten year period.
Each year he will be sending one hundred
million dollars, and this will continue for
ten years.
There are, however, some restrictions.
The money given by Turner is not to be
used to pay of the dues owed to the

Petruchio: "Wench !" Together: ''Now lets dance 1" I've been involved in many sexual battles, but none of them ended in
dancing. Anyway, he ends up forcing her to kiss him, picks her
up. spanks her, and they exit, stage right, together. . . in pure
bliss. Makes that whole feminism nonsense seem pretty silly,
doesn't it?
Thankfully, the intermission arrived, and I had a pretty grim
feeling about the second half of the show. Fortunately, the
performances from then on were much more entertaining.
The next dance was titled "A Love Supreme"
(choreographed by Demetrius Klein and performed by
the Sarasota Ballet Company). These dancers looked
very young, but were all quite talented. The performance was a sort of angst-ridden beatnik ballet, set to
some soulful John Coltrane jazz. The costume colors were a
curious combination of black and fifties pastels, which seemed a
bit hokey, but certainly excusable. The choreography was clearly
inspired by the improvisational jazz score, and the dancers succeeded in emoting the rhythm of the music.
The final piece was an interpretation of Stravinsky 's "Rite of
Spring." This dance was also performed by Dance Alive!, but
this one was far better than their first piece. The dance followed
a chaotic, frenzied theme, in keeping with the powerful score.
The female lead was exceptional.
Not many of the aged crowd lasted until the last dance, but I
was glad I did . The last two performances certainly made the
show for me. I doubt I'll be at the ballet every week, but if
you ' re interested, student rush bargains at the Asolo can help put
some culture into your depraved, pathetic lives.

United Nations by the United States. Also
forbidden is the use of the donation for
bureaucracy maintenance of the United
Nations , either in Geneva or in the New
York section.
Rather, the money is to be used for
specific charities set up and run by
the United Nations.
Environmental aid, in the areas
of both education and protection, is to be increased.
Also to be funded are various programs aimed at increasing
the quality of land mine reduction,
childrens' health world-wide, and education.
As yet, there has not been much reaction
in the business world tu Turner 's proclamation. although it is certain that
attention will be paid by the public to the
reaction of Turner 's contemporaries in the
business and finance sectors.

$1,000,000,000,000

uSCUBA" FROM PAGE 1
of her friends.
The Organismic Lab, where the box
was delivered. is usually open until 9:30
p.m., and no signs of forced entry were
noticed, but as Karylowski states: "Most
Nat-Sci students have the access code to
the building [Hanson] ." The box was
most likely taken sometime between 4:15
and 9:30 p.m . on Wednesday, but it is
possible that someone with access to both
the building and the lab could have taken
it at anytime before 9:30 the following
morning, when Beulig first noticed that
the box was missing.
Officer Jim Marion of the University
Police Department is investigating the
di appearance of the box. but could not
be reached for comment. Beaver, however, stated: ''I'm only interested in
recovering the gear; anybody who happens to find it can simply bring it to me,
no questions asked."

Campus Life
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CAMPUS CONSERVATION NEWS
Contributed by Anne Tazewell
Anyone who ventures behind Hamilton Center may have noticed the large green plastic c<,>ntamer next to the cardboard
dumpster. Thc"Earth Tub" has arrived! Soon it will be the repository for cafeteria plate scrapmgs. kitchen veggie and fruit
trimmmgs, shredded paper, and campus mulch. If all goes as expected. this organic stew will be cooked in our in-vessel
composting system to produce a highly nutritious soil amendenthumus. More elaborate than the typical home composter, this
unit comes equipped with a motorized auger for shredding and
lending our mix of mulch and food waste. as well an aeration
system and biofilter to facilitate the composting process while
minimizing offensive odors. USF/New College was selected as a
demonstration/test site for this new technology through a grant
from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection to the
City of Sarasota. We will be studying the economic viability and
practicality of this process for m1d-size institutions. Most commercial composting systems are very large and range in the

millions in cost. leaving few oruons for smaller generators of
organic waste such as schools. hospitals. and grocery stores. In
fact, th1s is the only m-vesscl composting system of this sort in
the state of Florida. If this thing works, perhaps in the near future other ceo-oriented commumues w1ll also be dotted with
Earth Tubs.
You may be wondering what all this has to do with you. Plenty!
We need your food waste. Starting Monday, September 29, we
will be collecting plate scrapings in the cafeteria bussing area.
Half-eaten bagels, cereal and salad arc fine. In fact, anything organic is what we arc looking for, as long as its not too greasy or
full of meat. Napkins are O.K. too. However, the tricky part in
all this is to avoid throwing in silverware and individual-serving
discards from mayo, peanut butter or cream cheese containers.
These things do not decompose readily and will provide a great
deal of trouble to the composting crew. So stay tuned; instead of
one container to throw your discards in, there will soon be two.
Help us, help the earth. A nearby garden will thank you!

SHOPPE FIXES BIKES , SPONSORS RIDES
by Jessica Katzenstein
Returning students know that the evolution of the Bike Shoppe from one Park
Consumer Stand and a toolbox to a fullyfunctional repair and retail emporium has
been a long and arduous transformation.
For nearly seven years the idea of a volunteer-staffed, fair-dealing shop has
gradually gained the merit and SAC funds
to become the reliable store that it is
today. After several moves, a myriad of
mechanics, a giant "Save the Bike
Shoppe" demonstration in front of Dean
Schenck's office during the '94- '95
school year, and a difficult etup process
involving massive amounts of asphyxiating sawdust and concrete dust, the Bike
Shoppe has emerged triumphantly.
After its difficult beginning, the
Shoppe has developed into something
everyone on campus can appreciate, both
for its convenience and its opportunities.
"We're a fully-functional repair shop now,
so we can basically handle any problem
that a commercial shop can." said Bike
Shoppe volunteer mechanic Kari
Ellingstad. "There really isn't. anything
we can't take care of right here.''

Selling bikes isn't the only function of
the Shoppe. They also carry retail items.
"We not only repair bikes, but we sell reconditioned bikes and accessories
including locks, tires and performance
components," said Catalyst staff member
Hugh Brown, one of the managers of the
Shoppe. Their retail selection can come in
handy for buying lights and horns, two
necessary accessories for bicycle registration.
As far as experience goes, most of the
mechanics have been working with bikes
for years. "I've been fixing my bike and
coming to the Shoppe for a couple of
years now, but it just wasn't until this
year that I've put in a lot of hours," said
Ellingstad. Senior mechanics Ari
Weinstein, Brown and Scott Hildebrand
have been working closely with the
Shoppe for years and have worked on just
about every possible bike problem.
On the other end of the spectrum from
the senior mechanics are the trainees.
Some students elect to take an apprenticeship at the Shoppe to learn more about
bike repair. The experience of these students varies. "I've been working on bikes

~ Sunqay 6-8 pm

bike shoppe hours
Wednesday 7-9 pm

for the past three weeks and all of my
life," said tramee Chris Limburg. For
most volunteers this is the first time they
could have the opportunity to work on
bikes other than their own.
Aside from working the Shoppe, the
volunteers are going to sponsor a weekly
bike ride to Lido Beach. So far these rides
are tentatively scheduled for Sunday
mornings, but interested students should
watch for new signs each week.
Another activity Bike Shoppe workers
are looking to promote interest in is
mountain biking. "We don't really have
established mountain biking trips right
now," said manager Hildebrand, "But I
know that if someone were to organize
one, I'm sure a lot of people here would
be willing to participate."
The Bike Shoppe is a very convenient,
non-profit organization that is run by volunteers and was founded by New College
students. Sooner or later campus bike riders will probably be visiting it, and it's
important to appreciate the time and effort
students have put into making it a quality
establishment.

Friday 7-9 pm
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STUDENTS RESPOND TO RECONSTRUCTION
A LETTER FROM THE NCSA
Dear President Castor:
On behalf of the student body, we would like to thank you
and Provost Tighe for corning to speak to us last month.
eedless to say, your announcement about the restructuring of
the deanship initiated a Hurry of conversation within the New
College community. Discussion among the students culminated
m a town meeting on the issue a week later with record attendance. Interim Dean Langston stayed throughout the entire
three-hour session to answer student concerns and to clarify a
number of controversial issues. lt is now clear that the creation
of a single chief executive officer will facilitate the administration of both New College and the University Program. However,
the successful implementation of this new structure demands
continued cooperation and open communication between the
New College community and the university administration. To
that end, we request that in the future our New College Student
Alliance President(s) are kept informed of all proposals and decisions affecting the New College community as outlined in the
NCSA constitution Student Bill of Rights, article 1.2b
b) Students shall be free, individually and collectively, to express
their views on issues of College and University policy, and have
the right and responsibility to participate in all policy changes
that affect them, through the mechanisms outlined in this document. College and University administrators have the
responsibility of informing the Alliance (through the President)
of any proposed change in policy that directly affects students,
and must involve Academic and Council of Student Affairs members in the formulation of these policy changes before they can

he implemented.
To begin a d1aiogue on the issue, we offer our suggestions regarding the dcfinlllon and selection of the new position. The
following seven Hems were agreed upon by the Town Meeting
as necessary aspects of the new structure.
l. Change the name of the joi~t dean to either "New College
Dean and Warden and USF Sarasota Campus Chief
Administrator" or "Warden of New College and Dean of the
USF Sarasota-Manatee Campus".
Although seemingly a minor point, this title will emphasize
to the campus community and potential applicants the important
distinctions between the two programs. More importantly, it indicates the greater responsibilities associated with administrating
a unique residential campus. Finally, "Warden" reinforces New
College's historical ties to New College of Oxford.
2. Keep the Offices of Student Affairs for the two programs
separated.
While the consolidation of the deanship may result in certain
administrative efficiencies, a similar consolidation of Student
Affairs is unadvisable given the radically different character of
student life for New College and the University Program. It is
generally agreed that the former consolidation of UP and New
College Student Affairs proved to be a failure, while the success
of the current structure has been clearly illustrated both by the
experience of the New College community and the positive report of last year's self-study committee.
3. Give the joint dean local control of the campus police.
Efforts to maintain a positive relationship between the po-

PROFESSORS RESPOND TO RECONSTRUCTION
A LETTER FROM TH E FAC ULTY
Motion Concerning the Sarasota Campus Deanship
Revised after discussion in the Social Sciences Division,
September 3, 1997
Unanimously adopted by New College Faculty, September
10, 1997
Moved that the following resolution be adopted and sent to
all interested parties:
Feeling that we have a large personal and institutional stake
in the future of New College, we, the New College faculty,
would like to express some reactions to the proposed changes in
the administrative structure of the Sarasota Campus.
Depending on the commitment of President Castor and
Provost Tighe to maintain and strengthen New College as a
unique undergraduate honors college within the University of
South Florida, we hope that the administrative changes will
bring increased resources to Sarasota, more students, more faculty lines and better facilities, but we are also concerned that the
institutional identity of New College, and thus its ability to recruit on a national level, not be weakened. We assume that there
will be a national search for the new Sarasota dean, and suggest
the following stipulations and characterizations of New College
be incorporated into the job description. We believe that such a

description will aid in securing the best possible candidates for
the position.
That the new chief administrator in Sarasota be called the
New College Dean and Warden and Sarasota campus Chief
Administrator, or perhaps the New College Warden and Dean of
the USF Sarasota Campus.
That he or she be tenured in the New College faculty.
That he or she be an ex officio member of the New College
Foundation executive committee.
That the New College mandate for an independent national
student recruiting strategy be reaffirmed and adequate funding
for staff and financial aid for students be assured.
That the long standing New College faculty goal of expansion to 800 students/80 faculty with added appropriate support,
preserving the historic practice of a I 0-1 student-faculty ratio, be
reaffirmed and acknowledged as part of the state university master plan.
That New College is assured of continuing as a residential
liberal arts college in Sarasota.
That New College's traditional practice of faculty governance in all matters of academic policy and personnel, within the
framework of state law, is acknowledged and reaffirmed.
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lice and the student body have been frustrated by the fact that
the police are not directly accountable to the community, but
rather report through a chain of command that circumvents a dialogue with local administrators. Local accountability to the
joint dean will at the very least provide an avenue for appeal
when conflicts occur and may alleviate perceptions of the police
as insensitive to or disconnected from the needs of the community.
Additionally, we have a well-developed student judicial system and a strong desire to handle non-felony violations
internally as outlined in the NCSA constitution in Section 1.2-h.
h) Students shall not be subject to non-academic disciplinary actions without the chance to first uulize the due process offered
by the New College Student Alliance Judicial Branch. which
will be considered the first body of appeal in all alleged infractions of the Student Code, Student Rights, non-academic College
or University regulations, or non-felony violations of local, state,
and federal law.
Although these procedures have been ratified by both Dean
Michalson and Dean Schenck, it has been difficult to implement
them because neither had clear jurisdiction over the actions of
the campus police.
4. Give the joint dean direct control of financial aid.
Because of conflicts that have arisen in the past between the
flexibility inherent in New College's academic structure and the
standardization required for scholarship criteria, it seems important that records and registration and the office of financial aid
be accountable to the new dean, as he or she would be familiar
with both structures. Giving the joint dean some degree of control over financial aid would create a line of appeal should
similar conflicts arise in the future, and possibly allow the office
of financial aid greater flexibility with scholarships in difficult
cases.
5. Preserve the national recruiting mission of New College.
New College's reputation for academic excellence is dependent on its ability to recruit attractive students nationally and
internationally. We cannot compete with other schools of similar
caliber if we are unable to offer comparable aid packages. To
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reaffirm the national recruiting mission of the school. we ask
that adequate funding for student scholarships and admissions
staff be allocated as part of the restructuring process.
6. Reaffirm the mandate for a 10:1 faculty to student ratio.
New College's contmued success and academic excellence is
a direct result of the opportunity for intensive personal interaction between professors and students. Our unique contract and
tutorial system requires that professors have the time to work individually with students. Thi i not possible without a low
faculty-student ratio, adequate resources, and support staff.
7. Preserve the historical character of New College as a
unique educational experience.
ew College's origin as an independent institution based on
a revolutionary approach to education is still reflected in the attitudes and experience of the students today, and serves to define
New College within the University system. It is critical that the
new dean promote the kind of balance between academic excellence and academic innovation upon which the college was
founded. and just as important that he or she promote a community environment that fosters freedom, creativity and
experimentation. It is our greatest concern that the spirit of this
institution be allowed to grow and prosper, regardless of leadership changes.
We appreciate your consideration of these points, and hope
that you will honor sections 1.2c and 8.7d of the NCSA constitution as follows.
c) Formal recommendations made in writing to College or
University administrators by the student Alliance bodies shall receive detailed and specific responses in writing from these
administrators within ten working days. In cases where recommendations by the Student Alliance are not adopted. the
appropriate administrative authority will give detailed reasons
for its response and indicate the lines of appeal for further consideration.
d) Our Mission: "That the natural state of the human spirit is ecstatic wonder! That we should not settle for less!!"
Sincerely,
The New College Student Alliance

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SAC MINUTES 9/11/97
Present: Jake Reimer, Rocky (proxy for Hazen), Vijay
Sivaraman, Mario Rodriguez, Kelly Singer, Judd Wilson, and
Dave (proxy for Alisdair)
l) Tom Barnard requests $23.10 for copies.
Allocated: $23.10
2) Ttina Sarglask.i requests $150 in matching funds for secondcourt lounge clean-up party.
Allocated: $150
3) Trina Sargalski requests $49.50 for 100 copies (x 18 ides) of
a Women's Health Zine.
Allocated: $49.50
(Judd abstains)
4) Noah Teitelbaum requests $26.00 reimbursement for copies.
Allocated: $26.00
(Never again, Noah, NEVER AGAIN, NOOOooooo)

5) Noah Teitelbaum requests $12.15 for additional copies for
theatre scripts.
Allocated: $12.15
6) Noah Teitelbaum requests $19.00 for PCP mailings.
Allocated: $19.00
7) Noah Teitelbaum (free monkey-moonwalker with every tenth
allocation request) request 33,000,150 for sunset fruit festival
and virtual reality trampoline.
Allocated: $100 for three meetings of the sunset fruit club.
Suggestion: Buy a kaliedoscope.
8) Hazen will receive 1/3 ($50) of the SAC chair stipend, and
Kelly Singer (new chair) will receive 2/3 ($100).
9) Official motto of this semester's SAC: "It just isn't the same
without Hazen."
All votes unanimous unless otherwise indicated.
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ORIMULSION-FUEL OF THE FUTURE OR POISON?
by Jessica Katzenstein

sulfur emissions from orimulsion can cause acid rain and smog,
aggravate heart and lung diseases and destroy plant life such as
Bitor America, a subsidiary of Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A.
(PDVSA, the world 's second largest oil company), and Florida
sea grass and citrus. And as far as the nitrogen oxide emissions
Power and Light (FPL) are making plans to convert the Parrish
are concerned, the use of orimulsion at the Parrish plant will
emit an extra 10,000 tons over the Manatee area.
power plant in Manatee country to run on a new sulfurous fossil
fuel process called orimulsion. Much debate has erupted over
The extra nitrogen emission is caused by the plant 's expanthis controversial new fuel, and many environmentalists fear that sion from 30% usage to 87% usage. It 's true ; orimulsion releases
the switch may be inevitable.
~ less nitrogen. But in order to cover the cost of switching over
So what is orimulsion? According to Bitor America, the
~ to this process, the plant would have to bum at a higher rate
company responsible for creating, testing, and researching this r:;a
than usual. The plant's extra running time will create new jobs
new fuel process, orimulsion is a product composed of 30%
and up to $42 dollars in savings for FPL customers, (per
water and 70% natural bitumen, which is both readily available
month? per year?) but at the cost of extra nitrogen and sulfur
and relatively inexpensive to produce. Over 1.2 trillion barrels of emJssJons.
bitumen exist in the Orinoco Belt in Venezuela, a volume
Another drawback of orimulsion is its byproducts. The South
greater than 50% of the volume of the world 's estimated
Florida Environmental Reader estimates that 710,000 tons
oil reserves. The existence and possible capabilities
of gypsum and 20,000 tons of fly ash will be generof this bitumen field have been known of for 50
ated per year. The corporation claims that these
years, but the technology and environmental precaubyproducts can be recycled into marketable products
tions necessary to extract it have only been discovered
such as wallboard and concrete aggregate . The environrecently.
mentalists claim that no such recycling plans have been made,
Bitor America insists that the drilling process used to obtain
and that all the gypsum and ash will fill up and destroy more
the bitumen causes little or no damage to the environment, as
wetlands.
opposed to other techniques (such as strip mining), which are
Orimulsion plants have already been installed in the U.K.,
very destructive in extracting similar fossil fuels . The corporaCanada, Japan and Denmark with a lot of economic success. The
tion also affirms that they are planting half a million acres of
plans to convert the Parrish plant have been in consideration
pine trees in order to refurbish the ecosystem and further en- ~ since 1993, and FPL has overcome several obstacles to bring
hance the vitality of the Orinoco region.
~ this project into being. The concerns voiced by environmenr:;a talists and residents of the Manatee area have been heard and
Bitor America claims that orimulsion is a comparatively
cleaner alternative to fossil fuels when used with state-of-theattended to, but the proJeCt is still in the works. The question
art pollution control systems. According to the corporation, these that remains is whether these residents ' concerns are valid or
"scrubbers" will allow orimulsion to burn with lower sulfur
merely of a " ot In My Backyard" nature. There is no perfect
dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions per kilowatt-hour than oil
fuel, and the benefits of a cheap, cleanly extracted fossil fuel
or coal.
might perhaps outweigh the possible environmental setbacks.
This claim has been refuted by a number of sources. includOr perhaps not.
ing the South Florida Environmental Reader, which say that the

FOUR WINDS COFFEE HOUSE
Contributed by Heather Lazar and Mollie Lee
What's missing from your life? Has it been a while since
you've felt that special thrill, that unique taste? No, not that.
How about the comfort of a good cup of Java?
While it's still a work in progress, we ' re working
hard to get the campus coffeehouse up and running .
If you have heard about this lovely concept, believe
in it, for it is the Mecca of your caffeine journey. If
you haven't heard about it. here are the basics : In
January we will open an entirely student-run coffeehouse
( in the renovated barn on Don Drive (that road to
l College Hall). While our primary goal will be serv:...,.,~' ing excellent coffee products, the Four Winds Cafe will
~ also feature food and fun. There will be a small stage
for bands and performers, a screen for showing
~i ,l films, and a conference room for meetings. We
_. hope to see the Cafe become a place where ew

't-G

College students can interact with each other. faculty, UP students, alumni, and members of the Sarasota community.
The current student managers for the Cafe arc Beth Faichney,
Kin Ping Koo, Heather Lazar, and Mollie Lee . We are
working closely with a host of New College faculty and
staff members, as well as Darilyn Avery. the alumna
who ha been the driving force behind this project.
We are all very excited about the Cafe. but it isn't
something that we can (or want to ) do alone. If the
Four Winds Cafe is something that interests you , please
come to our informational meeting on Thursday. We will give
you an in-depth update on what 's going on with the Cafe right
now. AI o. we ' ll hand out applications for employee positions
and discuss what the hiring proces will be like . If you can ' t
make the meeting but would like an applicati on or more information. talk to one of the managers or leave a note in the cafe
box, #2. We hope to see you Thursday!

Editorials

The Catalvst

9

September 23, 1997

GRADUATING THIS YEAR?
by Paul "Cheech" Chretien
As a pubhc service to our faithful
Catalyst readers. we have decided to print
a list of potential warning signs early
enough in the school year, as to allow
those among us who have been deluding
themselves an opportunity to make other
arrangements.
Ten signs you may not graduate:
1) The Registrar's office is sure that you
died two years ago.
2) Your thesis is a ten-volume set entitled:
"Beers I've Had at New
College.
3) You feel the need to fake a heart attack
at your Bac exam.
4) Your advisor won't stop mailing you
job applications for Burger King.
5) You write for the Catalyst.
6) You have to perform the 'Heimlich
Maneuver' on every member of the

SASC immediately after you state: "I really worked hard last semester."
7) You can't remember where the library
is.
8) Your sponsor gets a restraining order
against you.
9) The New College Foundation offers
you a full scholarship to the Nebraska
Institute of Automotive Repair-complete
with one-way transportation.
10) You have to ask when Hell freezes
over.
If you fall into one or more of the categories listed above refer to the reaction
chart below:
l-2 Worry!
3-4 Panic!!!
5-8 Start packing.
9-1 0 What the hell ... you've made it
this far ... they 'll probably give you
some sort of diploma.

SUNDAY

09/14 3:25 a.m. Criminal mischief.
Unknown person(s) threw acetonebased paint remover on Sgt. Shideler's
car. 2 doors and roof damaged, $1,500.
09/14 3:58 a.m. Disturbance in Palm
Court-Ringling students. Most were
gone on arrival, one was interviewed
and issued a written trespass warning.
09/14 11:20 p.m. Anonymou on-campus noise complaint. RA was notified ,
music was shut off.
09/16 10:15 a.m. Burgulary report.
SCUBA gear worth $3,300 in blue-andtan plastic container missing from
HAN 37. 3 victims: 2 students, l professor.
09/19 1:56 a.m. Anonymous on-campus noise complaint. RA was notified,
Pei dorm room music was shut off.
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Looking for a good time? C tudent
Aaron Gustafson (a.k.a. DJ Dobbs) spins
all the best 80s music every other
Monday, so drop by Lift, on the outh end
of Main Street in Sarasota. and wear your
dancing shoes.
If you would like to join the New
College Environmental Studies Email
List, drop a line to samek@virtu. This list
is for the promulgation of environmental
information. be it on-campus, local, regional, national. or international.
Environmental Studies majors and environmental activists arc urged to join.
The Debacle, New College's alternative student newspaper, is seeking
contributions and staff members. Any

Announcements
and all are invited to submit essays, cartoons, opinions, questions, ect., to box
526. Jf you would like to sign your soul
over. we are currently looking for an assistant editor, a layout assisrant, a
photographer/graphic artist, and writers.
More information can be obtained from
signs posted around Ham Center or by
emailing mshannon@virtu.
If you have any environmentally related art. research papers, or essays
which you would like to see published
and distributed to your fellow students,
please submit them to Kelly at box 526.
Come on. if you've taken any environmental studies courses, you're bound to
have something floating around. Submit!

CAREER CENTER
Wed. Sept. 24 oon USF Overseas Programs Presentation, Julie Hale, Fishbowl
Wed. Sept. 24 4:00 p.m. Writing Graduate School Application Essays, PME-219
Presented by Jan Wheeler. Writing Specialist for NC
Sat. Sept. 27 9 a.m. - I p.m. Free Test Drive-Practice GRE, LSAT, GMAT and
MCAT tests will be offered free by Kaplan. Sign up in the Career Resource Center
Mon. Sept 29 Noon USF International Student Exchange Info. Session, Fishbowl
Pineapple Press has a part-time Editorial Assistant position.
The Longboat Observer has full-time reporter positions available.
Alaskan Observers, Inc. has full-time positions available year-round for Domestic
Fisheries Ob erver.
1998-99 Orchestra Management Fellowship Program-An on-the-job program
which provides management candidates with a broad. practical training in various
areas of orchestra management and administration. Strong management skills. musical knowledge, leadership skills, proven organizational and communication skills.
Oxford and the Rhodes Scholarships: 32 Scholars are selected each year from
among those nominated by each of the fifty states. Proposed course of study must be
available at Oxford, and the applicants undergraduate program must provide a sufficient basis for further study in the proposed field. Rhodes Scholars are appointed for
two years of study in the UniversJty of Oxford, with the possibility of renewal for a
third year. All educational costs are paid on the Scholars' behalf by the Rhodes
Tru tees.
National Science Foundation (NSF) Graduate Research Fellowship Program 1998:
' The NSF will award approximately 1,000 new Graduate Research Fellowships to
support graduate study leading to research-ba ed masters or doctoral degrees in science, mathematics, and engineering. Each three-year fellowship provides a stipend of
$15,000 for 12-month tenure, and a cost-of-education allowance of $9,500 per tenure
year. Deadline: November 6. 1997.
1998 Spring Internship Program- U.S. Senator Bob Graham: Senator Graham's
Washington. D.C. spring internship program offers a unique opportunity for Florida
students to experience their federal government and Congress in action. The program
is designed to augment undergraduate studies and is not limited to students majoring
in any specific discipline. Students must commit to working at least 30 hours per
week. No stipend, only academic credit. Deadline to apply: ovember 10, 1997.
For additional iriformation stop in the Career Resource Center, PME-119
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The Catalyst is opening our
Wednesday meeting this week to a selfimprovement focus group. Ideas for
future articles and features and editorial
policies will be discussed by all. 6:30,
Ham Center couches.

'FINANCIAL AID
Application forms for the faJI 1997
New College Alumnae/i Association
Student Grants are available in the
alumnae/i office and the Career Resource
Center. Deadline for ubmitting completed proposals for both individual and
group grants is 4 p.m., Friday, Oct. 24.
Application requirements for students
participating in group projects have
changed thi year. Student applications
for group projects or collaborations must
be combined in portfolio format and submitted by the sponsoring faculty member.
There are till a number of students
who have not received scholar hip money
from the Florida Bright Futures program. Many students awarded chrough
the program are aware that while they
met the qualifications for the Florida
Academic Scholarship (full tuition +
$600 for books), their name appeared on
our authorization list from the State on
the Florida Merit Scholarship li t (75% of
tuition). The Financial Aid Office is verifying with the State the status of each
New College tudent who was awarded
the scholarship, but has yet to receive
funds. We realize the wait is frustrating.
The State has asked us to reassure you
that you will receive the funds for the appropriate scholarship you qualify for. The
Financial Aid office will be sending individual letters to each of you during the
week of September 22 regarding your status. Jf you have received an updated
award lelter from the State, please provide our office with a copy. Thanks for
your patience on this one.
There are also ome students who
have not received Florida Student
As istant Grant funds. We are verifying
the status of those award a well.
Individual notices will also be sent to students regarding their stacus for the award
beginning September 22.

If you have questions, please caU the
Financial Aid Office, 359-4255.

