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New College faculty members this week outlined a third-year program cer-

tain to provide a busy final year for all students. 

The Charter Class of New College, enrolled in September 1964, will enter 

its third and final year next fall, the first group to study at this level. 

"This third-year program," said President John Elmendorf, "should offer 

the student the opportunity, ~~ith the help of the faculty, of preparing himself to 

accept career responsibilities, or of making himself ready for graduate or pro-

fessional study." 

He said that the college has moved slowly in delineating the third year so 

that it may properly be an extension of the first two years for all students. 

Much of the third year for students ~o~ill be taken up with t~hat the faculty 

call a senior project. Such a project may involve classwork in the student's 

specialized area of study, laboratory work, a research paper or, more likely, a 

combination of all of these. 

A part of the third year also will be spent in a special seminar or dis-

cussion group designed to help the student relate himself to major problems and 

issues which are likely to involve him as an "educated" human being. 

The "issues" course during the third year will present lectures by visiting 

campus figures and then will break up into smaller seminar or discussion groups. 

One of the objectives of the seminars is to have students and faculty from 

various specialized fields within the college bring to bear their various view-

points on larger issues. 

-more-



-2-

The faculty mentioned, as an example, the problem of world population as 

a topic which involves political, moral, religious, biological, and many other 

views. 

Third-year students also will spend the year in an effort to unify all of 

the knowledge of their three-year experience in preparation for their final com

prehensive examinations, which will be both t<lritten and oral tests. 

To complement their competence in a specialized field of study, all third

year students must demonstrate during their final year the mastery of a foreign 

language. Although students are permitted to study languages during their three 

years, they m~st wait until the final year to be examined. 

Faculty voted this procedure to help the students view foreign language as 

a working tool in their studies. Faculty members encourage students to do part 

of their reading in their major field in a foreign language and through the use 

of language laboratories, students are able to spend their time in improving the 

ability to speak in a foreign tongue. 

In preparation for the final year examination in foreign languages, second

year students are given a qualifying examination at the end of the second class 

term. 

This coincides with a qualifying examination ~.,hich they take to determine 

their progress in the field of major study. All students must take the qualify

ing examination 2nd pass it to the satisfaction of their faculty adviser in 

order to continue in a particular area. The examination offers the student a 

good guide to his progress in the area of his choice and also permits him to 

change his field of study if he has not shown sufficient progress. 

All procedures outlined by the faculty were designed to permit the student 

maximum responsibility for his own study,but also to provide both guides to the 

student and to the faculty about individual progress. 
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